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INVERCARGILL COMMUNITY PATROLS RECEIVED $5,500 GRANT 17 JULY 2008 
 

THEYôRE Invercargillôs unpaid street angels who help keep our city safe after dark at the 
weekend. 
 
Now the Invercargill voluntary community patrol team is about to become even better 
equipped to carry out its job, thanks to a $5500 grant from the ILT Foundation. 
 
ñThe ILT Foundationôs support is very important to us because weôre looking at doing first aid 
training for all our members,ôô community patrol spokesman, Art Brammer, said. 
 
ñThere are also other training aspects, and running costs, that we will use the money for as 
well. So weôre very grateful to the ILT Foundation.ôô 
 
ILT Foundation chairman Alan Dennis felt that Invercargill should be grateful to the patrol, 
which did a fine job by providing extra eyes and ears for the police. 
 
ñAnd the patrol members do it because they care about Invercargill,ôô Mr Dennis added. 
 
ñThatôs just so wonderful, so anything we can do to help them is going to help our city.ôô 
 
The independent community patrol team goes about its unpaid work professionally and 
without any fuss. Its car patrols Invercargillôs streets every Friday and Saturday, from 10pm to 
3am. 
 
Two patrol volunteers travel in the car, observing and reporting anything suspicious to the 
police. 
 
ñWeôve been asked to get out of the car a few times and do some things, but we pretty much 
stay in the car. So thereôs no danger to the patrol itself,ôô said Brammer, a mild-mannered 
American, who moved to Invercargill from Montana about 10 years ago. 
 
ñBut we did have a windscreen smashed at one time.ôô 
 
Brammer doesnôt work on Saturday nights because he has to be up early on Sunday morning 
as the pastor at the Baptist Church in Tay Street. 
 
But he is convinced that his team of about 25 members have made a difference in the four 
years they have been operating. 
 
He said the police provided regular reports and updates to them, which highlighted their 
efforts and how it had led to arrests or crime prevention. 
 
ñSo you know that, quantitatively, we have accomplished those things,ôô Brammer said. 
 
ñOther than that, you just get this feeling that being out there is a deterrent to some people. 
Most of the guys out there know us. The kids out there know us. The gangs probably know 
us, too. So they donôt do things when weôre around. Our presence is important.ôô 
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